
There are so many women 
in the business world, and 
many times they can get in 
the door more easily . But 
like men, once they 're in, 
they have to k now what 
they are talking about. 
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Eleven yea rs ago a balm y sp ri ng breeze 
rust led th rough the frees on SainI M ary's 
campus as a yo ung woma n ",ia lked alo ng 
the avenue prepar ing for graduation and 
dreami ng o f her approaching w inter 
wedd ing . Today, G a il Sturm has t raveled 
the wo rld and is the senior vice pres ident 
of one o f [he nation 's top fiv e developing 
com panies. 

" I never d reamed I 'd be ea rning the 
income thai I am , or be in such a malc
dom inated fl cld, o r be so in vol ved in my 
career," sa id Stur m, who graclualcd 
from SM C in 1977 \'v' irh a BUA. 
"Marriage and fami ly was so m uch on 
my mind r ight out o f school. " 

But . invo lved she is, as she ma nages a 
stalT o r 50 fro lll her Deerfield Pa rk , IL, 
oHice bui ldi ng a nd sets up rnul t i ~ mi ll io n 

dolla r corpo rat e rea l estate dea ls fo r the 
Da ll a s~ based Lincoln Propert y 
Company. 

" I wo rk as a lia ison between a rchi tec ts, 
developers, a tto rneys, interio r des igne rs, 
Il nanciers, CEOs and p res ident s, , . said 
Sturm . "Essent ia ll y, 1 must find a 
so lut io n to meet the client' s real es ta te 
needs . " 

How d id th is yo u ng co llege woman 
become such a big hill er in o ne o f the 
la rgest corporate rea l es ta te markets in 
the co unt ry? She got experience, 
mainta ined her sense o f va lues a nd sc lf
worth , and kept look ing ahead . 

"It 's imponant to never stop cha ll engi ng 
YO LL rse lr," sa id the woma n who jogs 
every mo rn ing a t 5:30 a .m . " It 's easy to 
get comfortable and just stop but I 
a lways felt God was ca ll ing mc 10 do 
more . It wasn' t easy, but in my heart, I 
knew I had togo o n ." 

Immediate ly a fte r graduation, St. urm 
worked as a manager o f a cash
process ing CCilie r fo r A lls taLe Insurance 
Company. A fter a yea r and a ha lf , she 
wasn' t cha llenged , so she sta rt ed 1. 0 loo k 
a round . She mel with Willa rd Brown J r 
t hen executi ve vice pres ident o f 
Rub lo lT Inc. 

Afte r a n ca rl y mo rn ing in terview, Bro wn 
suggcs ted t hat Sturm jo in the all-male 
fo rces at Rublo ff. She jo ined the fi rm as 
an industria l bro ke r and spent the fi rst 
months visiting ind ust rial parks, lea rning 
the d ilTe ren ce between a " tr u c k ~ l cv el 

dock and a drive- in door, a nd 
memori zing noor p lans." 

" It was anyth ing but glamo ro Lls," St urm 
rccalled . " I was cli m bing through 
m~m u ra ctu ri ng fac ilit ies and warehouses 
in a hard ha t and boots and I was the 
onl y wo ma n doing lhis. " 

Al tho ugh her sex made her stand b ut , 
she lOok the reactio ns o r her male 
co unterpart s in st ride. When it was 
sugges ted that she cut her ha ir and dr ive 
an Aud i, she stubborn ly held on to her 
fem ininity. 

" It too k a whi le 1.0 win the respect of my 
counterparts- espec iall y the o lde r men , 
who were tempted to treat me like a 
daughter . But o nce they saw what I could 
produce, they sta rted to accept me." 

Sturm bel ieves the sto ne wa ll o r 
corpora te management is becoming more 
pliable for women . 

" There is an evo lut io n lak ing place, " she 
said. "There are so man y wo mcn in the 
bu sin ess wor ld, and many t imes they can 
get in the doo r more easi ly. But like men , 
once they' re in , they have to know what 
they arc ta lking a bo ut. " 

St urm o bviolls ly knew what she was 
ta lki ng about , ro r with in mo nths, she 
had fi ni shed Rublo lT t rai ning in record 
lime, had a rranged a lease fo r Midas 
Internat io na l Corp. , and had sold an 
ind us t ria l building in Fran klin Park . 
Th rough it a li , however , she kept a loo k
ou t o n the industri a l mark el, and in 
1980 , when she saw that th e ma rket was 
moving toward a s lump, she started to 
think abollt commercia l rea l es tate. 

Sturm contacted Ellio tt O t is, then 
presiden t of Elliott O t is and Company, 
in J une 1980 . O nl y th ree yea rs afle r 
graduat ion , she was hired to \Nork with 
O ti s in surveying the bu ildings alo ng the 
Tr i-Sta te/Edens Expressway corrido r, 
where the), helped num ero us companies 
find , lease and p urchase o fTi ce space in 
commerc ia l bui ld ings . With tra nsact io ns 
of more than a mill ion squa re fee t o r 
o ffi ce space va lued at over $80 mi 1i ion , 
she was soon pro moted to execut ive viee 
p resident. 

By th c mid- 1980s, Sturm had ea rned 
rccogni t ion as a specia list in the 
cOlllllle rcia l real esta te fie ld. In March , 
1987, she was elected to the Boa rd o f 
Dircc tors or t he C hi cago Office Leasi ng 
Brokers Assoc iat ion to se rve a three year 
term an d is now co-chai ri ng it s eth ics 
eOITlln ittee. She is the only woman in the 
associa ti on, bu t thi s docs no t deter her . 

" I am ve ry con fi dent in myse lr as a 
woma n, and much of thi s es teem was 
crys lal ized a t Sain t Ma ry's, where we 
were encouraged to be ourselves," sa id 
Sturn!. "There, I learn ed to va lue 
myself, no t in light o r a man , but in light 
o f mysel f. I was ta ught how to excel a nd 
love In yselr wit ho ul need ing 10 identify 
wit h a man . I wish eve ry wOlllan could 
have that o pportu nit y. " 

Stu rm , who ma rri ed \\/ ill ia m Do uglas 
St urm ND '77, receivcs a great deal o f 
support from her a rchitec t husband . 

"He was the o ne who sugges ted I go into 
rea l estat e," she said. "And, when I get 
upt ight abo Li t the house, he's the one 
who reminds me t hat I do n ' t have 10 be a 
superwoman, and tha i a d irt y house isn ' t 
the end o f the wo rld. " 

T ravel is an importan t pan o f their livcs, 
perhaps o wing to their meet ing each 
othe r while 0 11 the SM C/N D Rome 
Program. " We try to ge t o ut o f the 
count ry eve ry few yea rs," she said. " I n 
th is world where t he re is so much money, 
glamo ur and fast living, il ca n be 
tempting to live in the gray ra ther than 
the black and white, and we like to get a 
cha nge o f scene to hclp us keep things in 
pe rspect ive- to keep li S from fo rming 
tu nnel vision." 

A lt hough t he corpo ra te wo rld may have 
its fi ll of "gray" s itua t io ns, Sturm has 
cl ung to her va lues and recognizes I hi s 
q ua lit y as pa rt o f her success . 

"Peoplc learn to kn ow that they can 
trusl YO Il - that yo u' re not go ing to 
prom ise them miracles, but wha t yOtl do 
prom ise, YOtl will perform, " she said . 
" My client s beli eve in Ill y ta lent s, but 
they a lso bel ievc in Ill y ho nes ty. In this, 
and any busi ness, thi s goes fa r and 
custo mers will corne bad to som eone 
they ca ll t rust ." 

A lthough Sa int M~l r y's College wasn't in 
her o ri gina l plans, she bel ieves the 
re info rccmcnt of these va lues, 
encouragemcnt in hcr abi li ries and 
spir itua l roo tedness she disco ve red there, 
s ti ll nou rish her toda y. 

" II was rea ll y a Ilu ke tha( I ended up at 
Sa int Mary's . 1 was supposed to go to 
Northwestern Univers ity. My mothe r was 
dy ing, and I visited a fr ien d at S MC," 
sa id St urm, the oldes t o r four chi ldrcn . 
"At a t illlc when my emot ions wcre in 
turmoi l, I round such peace the mo ment 
I v,;a lked o n ca mpus. 'rhe spi rituali ty and 
Ill c siste rhood a tmosphcre there 
ca pt iva ted me, and 1 st ill ge t IIl a t feel ing 
when I thi n k back to the bea ut iful places 
or so litude th ere." 

Now, when St urm, st ill wea ring he r long, 
nowing ha ir, ret urns to Sa int Mary's, she 
ca n wa lk the avenue a nd linger o vcr her 
many accom p lish me nt s and sti ll dream o r 
what's LO come. Today those drea ms 
in clude using her rea l es tate sk ill s to help 
the poo r and elderly , forming a 
devc lo pi ng fi rm with he r husband , 
slart ing a r~l mil y , and see ing the 
blueprinl s for the ir n ew home- which 
incl udes nurse ry q ua rte rs- become a 
rea lity. 

Jeanne T. Crall/mens '86 is commllnity 
relatiolls specialist jor SI. Francis 
H ospi/al, Wilmington, DE. 

J am very confident in 
myself as a woman, and 
much oj this esteem was 

crystalized at Saint 
Mary's, where we were 

encouraged to be 
ourselves. 
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